
1985 – The Forest Service is the first government agency
to link all their personnel with the Data General
computer system. Known as the Forest Level Information
Processing System (FLIPS), it changed how the agency
communicated.

REMARKS TO CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORTERS OF THE BALANCED BUDGET
AND EMERGENCY DEFICIT CONTROL ACT OF 1985 (GRAMM-
RUDMAN-HOLLINGS BILL)
December 18, 1985

"We must not disappoint the American people. We must move forward from here with
all deliberate speed to pass a tax reform bill that will spur economic growth, create
jobs, and give America's families the long overdue tax relief that they deserve. In this
last week, we have begun to put into place a solid, pro-growth framework of lowered
marginal tax rates and spending restraints. And together, they promise to make our
economy fit and trim and competitive for the future.
Now, Phil, Warren, and Fritz, you who have given your names to Gramm-Rudman-
Hollings bill, also deserve our congratulations. From now on when the public hears the
names Gramm, Rudman, or Hollings, they'll think deficit reduction. And Connie Mack
and Dick Cheney, who followed quite quickly in the House, you deserve our thanks.
The Government Gargantuan has been gorging on taxpayer dollars for too long. We
plan to get it slimmed down into shape by the end of the decade.
The law now puts a time limit on governmental overspending. It mandates a balanced
budget."

President Ronald Reagan
On January 28, 1986 America was shocked by the
destruction of the space shuttle Challenger, and the
death of its seven crew members.

1986 - Chernobyl nuclear 
meltdown disaster in Russia.

CARING FOR THE LAND

AND SERVING PEOPLE

In late 1985 a small team of
employees planning the first
National Forest Supervisor’s
Conference at Snowbird, Utah
were brainstorming themes.
Chief Max Peterson liked the
phrase Caring for the Land
and Serving People and it was
used at the conference. The
next year, a committee was
convened to work on a vision
for the Forest Service. The
document didn’t have a lot of
impact, but the title did and
the phrase was repeated in
speeches and other places.
In 1989, Chief Dale Robertson
made another effort at a
vision and the phrase Caring
for the Land and Serving
People stuck.

1985

EmployeesEmployeesEmployees

29,211

F. Dale Robertson, the
twelfth chief of the Forest
Service, was born in Bald
Knob, Arkansas, on August
17, 1940. He joined the
Forest Service in 1961 after 
receiving a degree in forestry
from the University of
Arkansas. His early
assignments were in the
South. After moving to the
Washington Office, he
completed a master’s degree
in public administration from
the American University in
Washington, D.C. in 1970.
Shortly afterward, he was
reassigned to the Pacific
Northwest, returning in 1980
to the Washington Office.
After the retirement of Max
Peterson in January of 1987,
Dale Robertson was
appointed chief of the Forest
Service.

Soon after his appointment
as chief, Robertson had to
face a public that was wary of
anything the Forest Service
had to say or proposed to do. 

Several new resource
programs were developed
under Robertson's leadership,
including the highly
successful "Rise to the
Future," a program designed
to enhance the production of
fish on the national forests.
Robertson also led efforts by
the Forest Service to find new
and creative ways to manage
the national forests,
especially by emphasizing
the non-commodity (non-
timber) resources, new
forestry, new perspectives,
and ecosystem management. 

The Data General was introduced in the Forest Service
in 1985 was replaced by the IBM in the early 1990s.

1989- The fall of the Berlin Wall

1988 – YELLOWSTONE FIRES
As a result of the terrible fires that spread
through the park and adjacent Forest
Service lands, the Forest Service and the
National Park Service received
considerable public pressure to change
their policy of letting some fires burn
naturally (the so-called “let burn” policy).

1990 - JULY 2 6T H -  TH E AMERICANS

WITH DISABILITIES AC T

Title I of the Americans with Disabilities Act
of 1990, which took effect July 26, 1992,
prohibits private employers, state and local
governments, employment agencies and
labor unions from discriminating against
qualified individuals with disabilities in job
application procedures, hiring, firing,
advancement, compensation, job training,
and other terms, conditions and privileges
of employment. 

THE APPEALS REFORM ACT OF 1992

guarantees citizens the right to appeal all
"projects and activities implementing land
and resource management plans" on the
national forests.

THE NATIVE AMERICAN GRAVES PROTECTION

REPATRIATION ACT OF 1990

directs the Forest Service to protect human remains
and associated burial items and to consult with
tribes on how to handle them.

1990 - Euro dance band
Milli Vanilli admits to lip-
synching hits such as “Girl
You Know It’s True,”
and has its Grammy
award revoked.

1992 - “Last of the
Mohicans,”starring Daniel
Day-Lewis and Madeleine
Stowe released in
1992–filmed on location on
the Pisgah National forest.

MULES IN THE FOREST SERVICE
Cowboys, trappers and woodsmen –
outdoorsmen of every variety – filled
the early forest ranger ranks. A good
pack animal was an equal partner in
protecting the reserves from timber,
theft and fire. Often, that animal was a
mule. Mules were preferred because
they possess intelligence, agility and
stamina. It was only a matter of time
before several pack mules were tied
together, creating a working pack string.
These working strings became lifelines
to the crews who fought fires, carved
trails, built fire towers and bridged
rivers in the backcountry.

The Rocky Mountain Specialty Pack
String formed in 1990 by Regional
Forester Gary Cargill, provides specialty
packing and educational outreach
throughout the Rocky Mountain
Region. In addition to packing supplies
and equipment into remote 
backcountry, they make public 
appearances to promote 
environmentally sensitive ways to use
livestock in the national forest.

THE 1990 FARM BILL

The 1990 Farm Bill (officially called the 1990
Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act)
was the first to include a forestry title (Title
XII), called the Forest Stewardship Assistance
Act. This Act includes various incentive and
assistance programs to conserve and maintain
existing forest lands. The America the Beautiful
Program was established to promote tree 
planting and it authorizes the Forest Legacy
Program, Forest Stewardship Program, Forestry
Incentives Program (FIP) and Stewardship
Incentives Program (SIP).

REMEMBERING THE

CENTENNIAL – 1891-1991

The National Forest Centennial is an
opportunity to shift the focus from
1905, when the Forest Service was
established, to what historians call the
"watershed event" in North American
conservation history – the Creative Act
of 1891 and the birth of the National
Forest System.

Historians identify 1891 as a turning
point in American history. That year
was the beginning of the end of 
wholesale disposal of public lands.
After this, lands would be retained and
managed for the people – the true
beginning of conservation in America.
In June and July of 1991, Cody, Wyoming
became the focal point of a yearlong
celebration.

U.S. Population - 1990 - 249.6 million

NEW PERSPECTIVES

In 1992, the Forest Service published
the "New Perspectives" initiative. It
highlighted the need to demonstrate
the scientific basis for ecosystem 
management, to conduct more 
multiple-use management, and to
incorporate biodiversity conservation
into planning and management 
activities. The result, the National
Hierarchical Framework of Ecological
Units was officially adopted in 1993. It
has received widespread support from
state and federal agencies, and is 
considered the principle guide for
Ecological Classification Systems
development in North America. This
was followed by New Forestry and
Ecosystem Management.

America’s Great Outdoors – April 1988

"By 1990, I would like the Forest Service to be known

as the people who routinely integrate land

stewardship with superb customer service to

strengthen and round out multiple-use management

on the National Forests.

Use this Recreation Strategy to get us there.  Stretch

your thinking, move forward, do something different –

or go on doing what is working now.  Keep an open

mind, and fill in the details according to needs,

circumstances and abilities.

You will quickly discover that this Strategy is a

powerful tool to expand our boundaries and focus us

squarely on caring for the land and serving people."

F. Dale Robertson

Chief

April 1988

THE SPOTTED OWL

To scientists this animal is known as Strix occidentalis caurina, but it is commonly referred

to as the northern spotted owl. For more than ten years environmental groups and

logging corporations spent millions of dollars in attempts to control the fate of the bird’s

old-growth forest habitat. Hardly a week went by in the late 1980s where there wasn’t a

story about a protest rally attempting to save the owl or

news of lawsuits being filed to stop the harvest of the owl’s

habitat. At the end of the

decade the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service put the owl on the

Federal Threatened and

Endangered Species List, and the

federal government devised a strategy to conserve the old-

growth forests in western Oregon, Washington, and Northern

California.

1990 – Hubble Telescope
The space shuttle Discovery deploys the Hubble
Space telescope 350 miles above the earth.

1990
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31,762

Ralph Max Peterson, the
eleventh chief of the Forest
Service, was born near
Doniphan, Missouri, on July
25, 1927. During World War II,
he served with naval aviation.
After the war, Peterson
received a bachelor's degree
in 1949 in civil engineering
from the University of
Missouri. He went to work as
an engineer in the Plumas
National Forest in California,
and then worked on several
other national forests in
California. 

He was made regional
forester for the Southern
Region in 1972, then returned
to Washington, D.C. two
years later. Peterson was
appointed as chief of the
Forest Service on June 27,
1979, and served in this
capacity until 1987.

Max Peterson was the first
non-forester (first engineer)
chief named to head the
Forest Service. Major
accomplishments during his
era were the establishment of
regulations for implementing
the National Forest
Management Act of 1976,
dealing with the aftermath of
the RARE II decision, the
"timber depression" and
housing slump of the early
1980s, addressing concerns
about the use of herbicides
and pesticides on the national
forests, growing concern
about old growth logging,
below-cost sales (especially
in Alaska), and developing
ways to address the needs of
threatened and endangered
species.

CLEAN WATER AC T O F 1977

The Clean Water Act is a 1977
amendment to the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act of 1956,
which set the basic structure for
regulating discharges of
pollutants to waters of the United
States. 

The 1977 amendments focused
on toxic pollutants. 

Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978

It is the purpose of the Cooperative Forestry
Assistance Act of 1978 to establish a coordinated
and cooperative federal, state, and local forest
stewardship program for the management of non-
federal forest lands.

The Archeological Resource Protection Act of
1979

The purpose of this Act is to secure, for the 
present and future benefit of the American people,
the protection of archaeological resources and
sites which are on public lands and Indian lands. It
also gave added and increased penalties for 
looting and damage to archeological sites, 
especially commercial looters.

THE AMERICAN INDIAN RELIGIOUS FREEDOM ACT (AIRFA) – 1978

The American Indian Religious Freedom Act (AIRFA) made law in 1978, clarifies U.S. policy
pertaining to the protection of Native Americans' religious freedom. The special nature of
Native American religions has frequently resulted in conflicts between federal laws and 
policies and religious freedom. 

...henceforth it shall be the policy of the United States to protect and preserve for American Indians their inherent right
to freedom to believe, express, and exercise the traditional religions of the American Indian, Eskimo, Aleut, and Native
Hawaiians, including but not limited to access to sites, use and possession of sacred objects, and the freedom to
worship through ceremonial and traditional rites [42 United States Code (U.S.C.) 1996].

The final section of the act requires the President to order agencies to review their policies
and procedures in consultation with traditional native religious leaders.

HOST PROGRAM

"Over the years we have
slipped a little in the degree
to which we provide 
responsive public service to all
our publics, and that includes
our co-workers as well. That’s
understandable, what with all
the activities we are now
engaged in. At the same time
the public has become less
willing to accept anything but
first class service. To tackle
this problem we have 
developed the HOST Program
to improve our service."

R. Max Peterson
Chief
February, 1980THE YOUNG ADULT

CONSERVATION CORPS

(YACC) ACT OF 1977

To deal with the enduring social
problem of youth unemployment
the Youth Employment and
Demonstration Projects Act was
made law in 1977.

Modeled after the Depression-era
CCC, the Young Adult Conservation
Corps provided disadvantaged
youths with work on needed 
conservation projects on public
lands and waters.

MARIJUANA

In the late 1970’s and early 1980’s, the
illegal growing of marijuana on the
national forest lands caused numerous
management problems. Many of the
national forests responded
to this problem and other
lawlessness by hiring law
enforcement specialists,
who have worked closely
with other federal, state
and local authorities.

MOUNT ST. HELENS

At 8:32 Sunday morning, May 18,
1980, Mount St. Helens erupted.
Shaken by an earthquake 
measuring 5.1 on the Richter scale,
the north face of this tall 
symmetrical mountain collapsed in
a massive rock debris avalanche. In
a few moments this slab of rock
and ice slammed into Spirit Lake,
crossed a ridge 1,300 feet high, and roared 14 miles down the Toutle River.

Nearly 150 square miles of the Gifford Pinchot National Forest was blown over or
left dead and standing.

At the same time a mushroom-shaped column of ash rose thousands of feet 
skyward and drifted downwind, turning day into night as dark, gray ash fell over
eastern Washington and beyond.

The eruption lasted 9 hours, but Mount St. Helens and the surrounding landscape
were dramatically changed within moments.

A vast, gray landscape lay where once the forested slopes of Mount St. Helens
grew. In 1982 the President and Congress created the 110,000-acre National Volcanic
Monument for research, recreation, and education.

THE HELISTAT

The Forest Service experimented with a lighter-than-
air balloon and tethered helicopter mix, which was
referred to as a "helistat," to transport logs from
remote areas. After many attempts, the effort failed.

1978 - Sony introduces
the Walkman, the first
portable stereo.

1982 – Artificial Heart

Dr. Robert Jarvik implants a
permanent artificial heart, the
Jarvik 7, into Dr. Barney
Clark. The heart, powered by
an external compressor, keeps
Clark alive for 112 days.

1977 - Elvis Presley dies at
Graceland, his Memphis,
Tennessee home. He was 42.

1980 - John Lennon of the Beatles
shot dead in New York city.

1983 - With the introduction of
noise-free compact discs, the vinyl
record begins a steep decline.

1978
The draft Roadless Area Review and Evaluation II
(RARE II) published in 1978 led to many public
demonstrations and letter writing campaigns. The
final RARE II report published in 1979,
recommended that Congress add 15 million acres
(only 12.3 million acres recommended in RARE) to
the National Wilderness Preservation System.

The Forest Products Laboratory
was called upon to help develop
wood products that would help
the building industry. They 
developed trusses and engineered
wood products that revolutionized
the building industry.

U.S. Population - 1980 - 227.2 million

THE CONSENT DECREE – 
JULY 1, 1981

The case started in 1972 when a female
former employee of the Forest Service
filed a complaint alleging that the Forest
Service had discriminated against her
because she was a woman – in direct
conflict with the Civil Rights Act of
1964.

For six years the case was argued and
expanded into a class action suit. In 1979
the parties agreed to a proposed 
settlement, known as a "consent decree."

In July 1981 the parties signed the
decree, which established certain hiring
goals and affirmative action 
requirements; but the basic issues had
not been resolved and negotiations
between the parties continued.

The court extended the consent Decree
for another 3 years and then the 
settlement was signed in April 1991 and
final approval of the agreement came on
May 18, 1992.

1980
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21,421

The Environmentalism & Public Participation Era (1970-1992)
This era is marked by
public concerns over the
management of natural
resources and the desire of
the public to be a part of
the decision making process.

John Richard McGuire, the
tenth chief of the Forest
Service, was born on April 20,
1916, in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. He graduated with
a degree in forestry from the
University of Minnesota. He
briefly went to work for the
Forest Service, and then
decided to go back to school
to be a research forester. He
earned his M.F. degree from
Yale University in 1941 and
worked at the Forest Service
research facility on campus.

He moved in 1950 to a
research station at Upper
Darby, Pennsylvania, while
completing his M.A. in
economics at the University of
Pennsylvania. In 1962,
McGuire became director of
the Pacific Southwest Forest
and Range Experiment
Station in Berkeley, California.
He moved to the Washington
D.C. office in 1967, and then
was chosen chief in 1972.

While serving as chief,
McGuire made changes to
strengthen the roles of the
branches of state and private
forestry and that of research
to help implement the Forest
and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Planning Act (RPA)
of 1974 and the National
Forest Management Act of
1976. McGuire faced
increasing opposition to
forestry practices being
carried out on the national
forests. Most notable was the
Congressional hearings over
clearcutting on the national
forests.

1974 – JUNE 2 2N D –  WOODSY

OW L- SMOKEY BEAR AC T

declares both symbols as property
of the United States and protects
both names and characters.

1973 – TH E ENDANGERED

SPECIES AC T

The Endangered Species Act 
provides a program for the 
conservation of threatened and
endangered plants and animals
and the habitats in  which they are
found. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service of the Department of the
Interior maintains the list. Species
include birds, insects, fish, reptiles,
mammals, crustaceans, flowers,
grasses, and trees. 

1974 – AUGUST 1 7T H –  FOREST AND RANGELAND

RENEWABLE RESOURCES PLANNING AC T

directs the secretary of agriculture to assess all lands
and to prepare a program.

1976 - OCTOBER 1S T -  TH E

FEDERAL LAND POLICY AND

MANAGEMENT AC T (FLPMA)  

This Act constitutes the organic act
for the Bureau of Land Management
and governs most uses of the federal
public lands, including grazing. The
Act requires the Bureau to execute its
management powers under a land
use planning process that is based
on multiple use and sustained yield
principles. The Act also provides for
public land sales, withdrawals, 
acquisitions and exchanges. 

1972 - MA Y 1 8T H -  VOLUNTEERS I N THE NATIONAL FOREST AC T

Volunteers in the National Forests (VIF) program is authorized by the
Volunteers in the National Forests Act of 1972, as amended (Public Law
92-300). Over the past 25 years, the Volunteers program has served over
1.2 million participants in the Forest Service and completed work valued
at over $505 million. 

1976 – OCTOBER 2 2N D –  TH E NATIONAL

FOREST MANAGEMENT AC T (NFMA)  

The National Forest Management Act of 1976
spells out the standards and guidelines for
managing multiple uses on National Forests.
The important dimension of public credibility
was added to the regulations, which would
otherwise not have existed. The Act also set
standards and guidelines for vegetation
management, timber harvesting and
scheduling, riparian habitat protection, soil and
water conservation and maintenance of plant
and animal species diversity.

SEPTEMBER 15, 1971 – THE WOODSY
OWL CAMPAIGN WAS OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED. 
"Give a Hoot, Don’t Pollute"
Because of the increased environmental awareness of
the late 1960’s, a group of Forest Service personnel
identified the need for a symbol that could be the
focus for a national environmental improvement 
campaign.
After testing and research with children by Forest

Service personnel and several volunteers in
the advertising and marketing business,

Woodsy Owl evolved. The same 
volunteers developed artwork,
posters, and other early campaign
materials. Several Woodsy 
costumes were also tried and 
tested, hence Woodsy’s bright 
colors, hat, and large low-set eyes,
which were found appealing to 

children.

YOUTH CONSERVATION CORPS

(YCC) PROGRAM - 1970 

The Youth Conservation Corps is a
summer employment program for
young men and women age 15
through 18, from all segments of
society, who work, learn, and earn
together by doing projects on public
land.

The purpose of the Youth
Conservation Corps program is to further the
development and maintenance of the natural
resources of the United States by America's
youth, and in so doing to prepare them for the
ultimate responsibility of maintaining and
managing these resources for the American
people.

1974
The current Forest

Service shield patch

was authorized. The

new patch, in the

same shape as the

badge, has the shield

outlined in yellow,

with the words and

tree also in yellow

against a green

background.

MID 1970’S – PROJECT LEARNING TREE

The American Forest Institute commissioned the Western

Regional Environmental Education Council, an association of

state departments of education and natural resources from

13 western states. Their mission was to develop a project

which elementary and secondary teachers could use in 

helping students understand their interdependence with the

total forest community and develop knowledge, skills and

commitment all citizens need if society is to use the resource

lands wisely for long-term benefit for all.

1972
The Roadless Area Review and Evaluation (RARE) is completed. This

controversial wilderness review process evaluated some 55.9 million

acres of land and 1,449 roadless areas for possible inclusion into the

National Wilderness Preservation System.

Environmental Protection Agency

December 2, 1970 – Environmental protection
Agency is created by executive reorganization
with congressional concurrence. The agency is to
enforce environmental standards, monitor 
conditions and conduct relevant research.

1970 – JANUARY 1S T –  NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL

POLICY AC T (NEPA)   

establishes the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) and
requires evaluation of potential environmental impacts of
pending legislation and agency programs.

U.S. Population - 1970 - 205 million

1973
The Monongahela National

Forest in West Virginia gets

involved in a landmark

clearcutting case that is

brought against the Forest

Service. This leads to

Congressional hearings,

"fixing" the Organic Act of

1897 and sets the stage for

the National Forest

Management Act of 1976.

1970
The Bitterroot

National Forest in

Montana harvests

a large amount of

timber in response

to the national

needs for wood

and creates a

clearcutting and

land terracing 

controversy.

1970 – Kent State University
Four students are killed and nine 
others are wounded when a contingent
of Guardsmen suddenly opens fire 
during a noontime demonstration.

1975 – Old high school friends Bill Gates
and Paul Allen form a partnership known
as Microsoft to write computer software.

#1 Hit for 1972

I Can See Clearly Now
by Johnny Nash

191,453,345

CURRENT ACRES
IN FOREST 
SYSTEM LANDS

1975
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19,568


